Dream On

Building a Knowledge-Base
Social Work Practice in the
ontext
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Waking Up to the Real World
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Social Work Knowledge Base

Making sense of human realities

— Social science, humanities, bio-medical disciplines, etc. (e.g.,
mathematics, statistics, information technology)

— Research on human realities encountered by social workers

Professional knowledge: e.g., service systems, practice conventions,
relevant legislations policies, etc.

Practice knowledge and skills

Professional and personal experience of the worker (including what we
have learned from our clients

Non-professional knowledge about the world

— Dominant discourses, dominant critiques in Anglo-American social work,
the cult of political correctness

— Life-scripts



Global Context Re-imagined

~ « Shifts in global polltlcal economy of knowledge productlo" !
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Global Political Economy of Knowledge

Projected growih in citations in scientific literature
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Rhetoric And Practice In The Global Context

 “Leading” schools of social work have adopted the research
university model

* |s the research university model good for social work?

» We value research (presumed knowledge production) and
publication (presumed knowledge dissemination) over teaching and
practice

— you can become a social work faculty without any practice competence, but
you need to be a good researcher

— If you do research well (meaning bringing in $$$), you will be rewarded by a
reduction in your teaching

» Social Work in China and Tanzania: Do you care?
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Commercial Break

SSLD Strategies and Skills Learning and Developm ;» e
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Examples of SSLD Applications

schizophrenic disorder autism and autistic spectrum disorder
weight management dating community
development corporate training internet addiction front-desk

reception customer service substance abuse organizational
development parenting group

couple counseling community organizing and activism team
building volunteer training and development overspending
Alzheimer’s disease cross-cultural
psychotherapy and counseling sexuality and intimacy
women groups settlement service elder abuse yoga and
body work caregiver support proactive health strategies
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You can pre-order the book at:

University of Toronto Press

http://www.utppublishing.com/home.php



My contact:
k.tsang@utoronto.ca




